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NEW STUDY SHOWS ONE IN FOUR CHILDREN
 LIVING AT RISK OF HUNGER


Map the Meal Gap Child Food Insecurity 2011: Data at the Local Level for the First Time
The nation’s largest hunger relief organization, Feeding America, today released a new study which reveals that children are struggling with hunger in every county and congressional district in America. The High Plains Food Bank is a member of Feeding America.

“Map the Meal Gap: Child Food Insecurity 2011”  Shows that over 33,000 children (birth through 18 years) in the 29 counties served by the Food Bank live in food insecurity. What makes that number even more staggering is that number is 27% of the children population.

“Seeing the number at 33,000 is sobering and lets us know where to target our resources,” Zack Wilson, Executive Director said. “We started our Kids Cafe program because we saw a need for children to have after-school access to a hot nutritious meal.”

Food Insecurity is described as: Food insecurity refers to the USDA’s measure of lack of access – at times – to enough food for an active, healthy life for all household members; limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate foods. Food insecure households are not necessarily food insecure all the time (for example, it could be several weeks out of the entire year). Food insecurity may reflect a household’s need to make trade-offs between important basic needs such as housing or medical bills and purchasing nutritionally adequate foods. 

“Many children who are food insecure lack the adequate amount of calories to focus during the school day,” Wilson said. “Of course, you’re going to have behavior problems coupled with the lack of ability to focus.” 

An executive summary of the report can be found at: feedingamerica.org/mapthegap/childsummary 	
 See attachment for a by-county breakdown.
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